LAKE TAHOE WATVES AND WATERSPOUT'S,
From the Virginia (Ner.) I'nfernrise, Oct, 1,

Although Lako Tahoo is not a very large
body of water, yet ot times it ** boileth ke a pot.”
Tremendous gusts of wind rush down tho sur-
rounding gorges from the summit of the Sierra
Nevada Mountaing mos: unexpectediy. and those
who navigate the waters of the lako in sail-boats
must at all times—even in what seems the hest of
weather—Kkeep a brizht lookout for sgualls. At
this scason the liko i very dangerous for small
craft, and there are frenuently times when the
steamers dare not venture out, A few days ago,

al the time wheon the recent general snow and rain
storm was breowing, some gentlenien of the Com-
stock, who were at Tahoe City, witnessed a grand
and remuarkable spectacle. The day was windy
and the liike rather rouch, but 2 number of per-
sersons stopping at the hotel—our Comstockers
amonyg the nunioer—conciuded to o to the end
of the long wooden pier and try their luck at
fishinr, They had not peen long at the end of the
pier before their attention was attracted by o great
roaring, Lookine across the lake tn the direetion
of Glenbrook, they saw a rezular eyclone approach-
inz. Before the hurricana enme a lone unbroken
wave, at Jeast 12 teet in height., knowiang that this
would sweep the whole line of the pier, all present
beat a rapid retreat to the shore. When at a suie
distance the party turned to gaze upon the Incom-
fng wall of water. While thus employved they
were startled by a tremendous roaring to the nortn-
ward, and a moment alter a c¢yclone fr..m that
dircction strock the lake.  This sent before
it a huge wave which had soon attainod the
height of that coming from the southward., In g
few minutes the two waves came together.,  When
they struck a column of water soud shray was sent
into the air to the Beight of at least 100 feet,  The
collision of the twe waves was followed by a re-
port that sounded like a heavy clap of thundoer,
A moment after this rrand shock of the waltors tive
or six nuge waterspouts made their aphearance,
all within an area of three or four miles, and car-
ried great columns of water and spray to the
height of several hundreds of feet., These cireled
to and fro over the lake for some 10 or 15 minutes,
and then one after the other subsided, and
for a time thereafter there was almost a dead
calm. Waterspouts are very f{requently seon
on the lake at this season. This is owing
to the peculiar situation of the lake, under the
crest of the main ridge of the Sierra Nevada rango
of mountains. When a fierce gale from the west
crosses the ridge it plunges down the great eafions
and thus are brought to bear on the lake conflict-
ing currants of air. When a hurricane is blovinge
froin the west immaense volumnes of airappear to
be dammed up and compressed behind the ridge
of the Sierras, which at times e¢scape and come
over and down the gorges in tremendous pulls,
No navizator of the ocean sees half as many water-
spouls in a4 throo years® voyage as are seen by per-
sons residing at Lake Tahoe in a singlo season.
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